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Abstract

It is now well established that primate (and human) brain evolution has been driven by the cognitive demands of social complexity (the “social brain hypothesis”).  The social brain hypothesis turns out to have a number of surprising implications for human social and cultural behaviour. Among these seem to be cognitive constraints on the size and structure of human social networks.  I will review the recent findings in this area, try to relate them to new developments in the area of social cognition and argue that it is in these social implications that we can find an explanation for a number of aspects of human behaviour, including story-telling and religion. 

