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This contribution talk describes a programme of research, and associated theory, dealing with the linkage between self and partner judgments in the context of intimate heterosexual relationships. Several themes are addressed including (a) the role and origin (both proximal and distal) of ideal standards, (b) the structure and functions of self-perceived mate value, and (c) the role of standards in relationship evaluation and regulation processes. General implications are advanced concerning the domain specificity of relationship cognition (just how mushy is relationship cognition?), and the link between mind and reality in intimate relationships (is love blind?).  
