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Abstract: In this chapter/talk, I will first outline the Strategic Pluralism Model of mating (Gangestad & Simpson, BBS, 2000). This model melds principles of good provider and good genes models of mate selection and specifies the social and environmental conditions under which women may have evolved to preferentially value and “trade-off” evidence of a mate’s investment potential in offspring and relationships in relation to evidence of a mate’s viability (e.g., superior immune system functioning and/or general health). Following this, I will present a series of studies that test major tenets of the Strategic Pluralism Model. These studies will highlight how certain behavioral cues and traits possessed by men are viewed as differentially attractive by women, depending on (a) whether women evaluate men as long-term or short-term mates and (b) where women are in their ovulatory cycles.  The theoretical implications of the results of these studies and directions for future research will be discussed.
