Mate search and other decisions in a decision-shaped world
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In many social domains, we face the challenge of how to make decisions in environments that are themselves shaped by the decisions of ourselves and others.  Searching for a mate is a particularly pressing instance of this challenge, where the choices of competitors, and potential mates, both impact on what strategy an individual searcher should use. Nonetheless, simple strategies based on quickly setting and using an aspiration level can lead to adaptive mate choices, but only if the strategy takes into account the particular structure of the task environment.  In this chapter, such strategies are developed in simulation and empirical approaches to testing them in action are described.
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