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22nd November 2005








9th Sydney Symposium of Social Psychology
14-16th March 2006

The evolution of the social mind: 

Evolutionary psychology and social cognition
Dear Symposiants,

Re: Information – 9th Sydney Symposium of Social Psychology; March 14-16, 2006.

We would once again like to welcome you as a participant in the Ninth annual Sydney Symposium of Social Psychology to be held in Sydney, Tuesday, 14th – Thursday, 16th March 2006. This email will cover some of the basic information you will need to prepare for this meeting. Please see also the SSSP website at www.sydneysymposium.unsw.edu.au ; this contains information and the next symposium, as well as photos and information about all previous symposia. This information sheet, as well as the list of participants and their email addresses is attached in a separate file with this email. Please feel free to use this information to contact other participants, discuss or broadcast information about travel deals, organise advance programs in Sydney with other participants, etc.

1. Funding and reimbursement: We can offer invited contributors some financial support to help with the cost of participation. Please keep your original receipts and tickets; the money will be reimbursed against your receipts (eg. we will need to keep your airline ticket stub, travel agent’s receipt, etc.) after your arrival in Sydney (unfortunately we do not have facilities to arrange advance payment). As the Australian dollar is relatively cheap at the moment, you should find prices in Australia quite affordable. 

2. Travel arrangements: Please start to organise your travel as soon as possible. Although March is not high season, there is a lot of traffic on the US-Australia and Europe-Australia routes. March is late summer-early autumn in Sydney. Typically the weather should be very pleasant, warm and sunny, although some rain is not unknown at this time of the year. If this is your first visit, try to come several days early to see something of the city and have time to relax and enjoy yourself. In addition to Sydney, you might want to visit the tropics (Cairns, the Great Barrier Reef, etc), the inland, and other cities like Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra, the Gold Coast, or Perth while in Australia. For travel information on Sydney and Australia, see the internet - there are a number of good websites listed below that you should find helpful

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/ 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/dest/aust/syd.htm#attr 

http://www.australia.com/places_to_go/explore_by_maps/New_South_Wales/NSW_Sydney/Reg_Exp_STD1.aust?L=en&C=US 

http://www.excite.com/travel/countries/australia/new_south_wales/sydney .

For those of you who haven’t been here before, Sydney is a beautiful cosmopolitan city, with a subtropical climate, spectacular harbour and waterways, numerous excellent beaches and an exciting artistic and cultural life. Whatever your interests, you should be able to have a very enjoyable and exciting time while here. Let the local organisers know if you need any other information, and we’ll do our best to help (jp.forgas@unsw.edu.au w.vonhippel@unsw.edu.au ). For more information about the psychology department at UNSW that sponsor this conference, please see www.psy.unsw.edu.au.

3. Location and accommodation: The meeting will be at the Coogee Bay Hotel, located on the beachside in Coogee, one of Sydney’s many delightful suburban beaches. The University of NSW is less than a mile away from Coogee Beach. There is an excellent bus service from Coogee Beach to the City (about 25 minutes), as well as to other locations and sights throughout the Eastern Suburbs. There are many small restaurants, cafes and bars in the surrounding area. There is also a wonderful coastal walk by the South Pacific Ocean along the many cliffs, bays and beaches starting from Coogee.

The Coogee Bay Hotel is a very pleasant and comfortable hotel that was first established in 1873. It has a number of bars, a large beachfront beer garden, brasserie and restaurant. In the original wing there are 35 rooms, all completely refurbished and modernised with up-to-date bathrooms, air-conditioning, tea and coffee making facilities and the usual conveniences The hotel also has a new, modern wing which was completed recently. Rooms in the new wing have superior facilities, many with ocean views (for pictures of the hotels’ rooms and facilities, see the hotel’s website at: http://sydney.citysearch.com.au/E/V/SYDNE/0029/26/14/3.html ). 

The conference room price in the new Boutique wing of the hotel is as follows: Single/twin district view rooms: AUD 150.00 per night (cca. US$ 100.00); single/twin ocean view rooms: AUD 170 per night (cca. US$ 120). Some rooms may have a kitchenette or spa and there may be a small extra charge for this. The Heritage wing has some cheaper rooms as well, at AUD 105 (cca. US$75.00).

4. Bookings. We have made a block booking for conference participants, and these rooms will be held for us for a limited time. Please make sure that you book your accommodation with the hotel directly as soon as possible to ensure that your room preference is available. Please call or fax your booking to the Coogee Bay Hotel, Attn. Reservations, and enclose credit card details to guarantee your room. The fax number of the hotel is (00-61-2)-9664 2103. When booking, make sure to indicate that you will be participating in the Sydney Symposium of Social Psychology organised by the University of New South Wales. 

We chose the Coogee Bay Hotel because it offers a very good standard of accommodation at a reasonable price in a relaxing beach side setting. Of course, you are free to make other arrangements if you wish. If you prefer something different, the Coogee Beach Crowne Plaza Holiday Inn is next door, although it is more expensive. Conversely, if you want something cheaper, there are a few motels nearby that may have somewhat cheaper room rates.

We highly recommend that you spend a few extra days exploring Sydney before or after the symposium. You might want to stay in a more centrally located hotel during that time. Previous visitors recommended The Old Sydney Holiday Inn (very central, in the historic Rocks area), and the Hotel Ibis, the Hotel Mercure or the Hotel Park Royal in the Darling Harbour area. Staying near the centre (the Rocks area, Circular Quay) and catching Sydney’s excellent ferries to see the many sights of Sydney is a good idea! Check the web for very competitive hotel rates – these change all the time.)!

5. Preparing your symposium contribution. As you will recall, the end of the year is the deadline for sending us a 5-6000 word advance copy of your draft contribution. Please check the attached program to get an idea of what everybody else will be discussing. The contributions will be published in the annual Sydney Symposium of Social Psychology series by Psychology Press, New York. This series features multi-authored books that offer state-of-the art overviews of a particular field. Accordingly, it is important that in addition to covering your own theories and research, your chapter also offers a review the current state of your sub-field.  It would also be helpful if you could emphasise the links between your area and the other fields covered in the book. As in previous years, the draft contributions will be placed on our dedicated website ( www.sydneysymposium.unsw.edu.au ) where all other participants will be able to read and download the papers. We found that this system worked extremely well in the past, and resulted in a much better integrated symposium and more informed presentations. However, we do need to get all papers by the end of the year for this system to work!

This just about covers it. Please email any of us if you need more help or information. We are delighted that you will be visiting Sydney next year, and we look forward to welcoming you in March, and we are confident that you will have a stimulating and enjoyable time! 

Kind regards,

Joe Forgas, Bill von Hippel and Martie Haselton
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM AND PARTICIPANTS

SSSP 2006 – Tentative program

1. Introduction and foundations
Forgas, J.P. (UNSW), Haselton, M. (UCLA) & von Hippel, W. (UNSW). Introductory remarks, history and issues of evolutionary social cognition
  
Dunbar, R.I.M. (University of Liverpool): Social Brain and its Implications for Human Social Behaviour.
 
Ybarra, Oscar (University of Michigan): The Social Prediction Dynamic: What's kept our Minds Active over Millennia? 
 
Kenrick, Douglas T. (Arizona State University): How the mind warps: Processing disjunctions may elucidate ultimate functions
 

2. The evolution of affect and cognition
 
Ellsworth, Phoebe (University of Michigan): Cognition, Emotion and adaptation
 
Forgas, Joseph P.  (University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia): The strange cognitive benefits of mild dysphoria: The adaptive advantages of negative affect
 
Buck, Ross (Communication Sciences, University of Connecticut): The evolutionary basis of social and moral emotions
 
Allen, Nick & Paul Badcock (Department of Psychology & ORYGEN Research Centre, University of Melbourne): The social risk hypothesis of depressed mood: Recent empirical studies 
 


3. The evolutionary psychology of mating
 
Todd, Peter M. (Max Planck Institute, Berlin, Germany): Mate choice from many alternatives
  
Simpson, Jeff (Department of Psychology, University of Minnesota): Strategic pluralism and human mating: Patterned changes in women’s mate preferences across social context and the ovulatory cycle
 
Gangestad, Steven W. (Department of Psychology, University of New Mexico): Special Design in Women’s Sexual Preferences and Interests: What Ovulatory Cycle Variation Reveals About Human Sexual and Social Interaction

Fletcher, Garth (University of Canterbury, New Zealand): Self versus Partner in the Intimate Relationship Mind


Halberstadt, Jamin (University of Otago, New Zealand): The appeal of prototypicality: Generality and ultimate origins. 


4. The evolutionary psychology of social relationships

Lieberman, Debra (University of Hawaii): Cognitive Programs for Human Kin Detection Regulate Incest Avoidance and Altruism


Van Vugt, M. (Kent) & Kurzban, Robert (Pennsylvania): Evolutionary Origins of Leadership and Followership: Managing the Social Mind

Williams, Kipling D. (Purdue University): The Evolution of an Ostracism Detection System

Buunk, Bram P., Karlijn Massar, & Pieternel Dijkstra (University of Amsterdam): Automatically evaluating one’s romantic rivals: a social cognitive approach to studying jealousy from an evolutionary perspective

 
Schaller, Mark (Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia): The Psychological Immune System and Its Implications for Social Cognition


